AMADOR BIRD TRACKS
Monthly Newsletter of the Amador Bird Club March 2020
The Amador Bird Club is a group of people
who share an interest in birds and is open to all.

“home of the rare
Amadoran Combo Parrot”

Dates of bird club
meetings this year:
March 13**
April 10*
May 8***
June 12
July 10
August 14
September 11*
October 9
November 13
December 11
(Xmas party)
* Semi-Annual
Raffle

**Friday-the-13th:
drive carefully!
***Pizza Night

President’s Message
Hi all,
First off let me say a BIG thank you to Mariana and
Kim for their informative and educational
presentation at last months meeting, well done ladies.
This coming month so far I have no speaker so you
may be bored with a presentation from yours truly. As
usual, always open to suggestions/recommendations
for our speakers.
It is March meeting so attending members should be
paid up with their annual dues, VERY inexpensive !!!
We do have our bi-annual raffle next month and John
York 's presentation on his South African excursion
which is ALWAYS VERY interesting in May, so mark
your calendars and plan to be here.
Stay safe, stay well and I will see you all on the
13th. !!!!
...Blue

The Amador Bird Club meeting will
be held on:
Friday, March 13, 2020 at 7:30 PM

Place: Administration Building,
Amador
County
Fairgrounds,
Plymouth
Activity: Presentation by Blue
Refreshments: A-M
Officers for 2020
President
Treasurer
Secretary
Newsletter
Webmaster
Photographer

Blue Wrigley
Marlene Smith
Kim Schmutzler-Agee
Terry Ryan
Kim Schmutzler-Agee
Kim Schmutzler-Agee

Last month Marianna and Kim
did a PowerPoint presentation of
Sacramento Wildlife Refuge,
pictures with question and answer
period of how to distinguish
different birds.
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Press Room

Bipartisan Bill in U.S. House Seeks to
Reduce Bird Collisions with Federal Buildings

Cooper’s Hawk

As many as a billion birds die each year in window strikes; federal government can lead in cost-neutral, birdfriendly planning
(WASHINGTON – January 30, 2019) “Birds collide with buildings and die because of glass, which they don’t typically perceive as
a barrier. A window that’s reflecting trees and sky looks like trees and sky, or they are attracted to something on the inside, and they
fly into the glass at fatal speeds. The bright lights of buildings can also attract night migrating birds, also with dire consequences,”
said John Rowden, Director of Community Conservation at National Audubon Society. “The Bird-Safe Buildings Act is an
evidence-based bill that would make new federal buildings safer for birds as well as more energy efficient, all at no extra cost to
taxpayers. Audubon enthusiastically supports this legislation and thanks Congressman Quigley and Congressman Griffith for their
commitment
to
protecting
birds.
Today, Congressman Mike Quigley (D-IL) and Congressman Morgan Griffith (R-VA) introduced the bipartisan Bird-Safe Buildings
Act, with Representatives Lee Zeldin (R-NY) and Steve Cohen (D-TN) as co-sponsors. This legislation establishes guidelines for all
future construction and alteration projects on federal buildings, where practicable. Senator Booker (D-NJ) introduced a Senate
version in the last session of Congress.
Collisions with human-made structures are a leading cause of bird deaths in the United States. An estimated 300 million to 1 billion
birds die each year from building collisions. Generally the more glass on a building, the greater the danger to birds in flight.
Incorporating bird-friendly design can reduce collision deaths by up to 90 percent.
Some bird species of conservation concern are more likely than others to die from window collisions, including the Golden-winged
Warbler, Painted Bunting, Canada Warbler, Wood Thrush, Kentucky Warbler, and Worm-eating Warbler. According to a 2009
study, window strikes are also the leading cause of urban mortality for Sharp-shinned Hawks, Cooper’s Hawks, Merlins, and
Peregrine Falcons. This and more information is available in the New York City Audubon and American Bird Conservancy
comprehensive Bird-Friendly Building Design report and guide.
A key guideline in the bird-safe legislation would reduce the amount of plain glass to a maximum of 10 percent of the first 40 feet of
a building’s façade, and a maximum of 40 percent above the 40-foot threshold. Using patterned glass instead of plain glass allows
birds to see glass surfaces and avoid collision. Smarter lighting practices that reduce light pollution and save energy are also included
in the legislation’s guidelines. Many birds migrate at night and can be disoriented by lighting, and best practices include using
automatic lights that turn off while not in use and shielded lights, which protect birds flying overhead.
The National Audubon Society works with state governments to guide the implementation of bird-safe building codes. For example,
New York Governor Andrew Cuomo announced his state’s participation in the Lights Out Initiative, an effort spearheaded by
Audubon New York to turn off unessential outdoor lighting during peak bird migration seasons. In the Twin Cities, Project
BirdSafe is a joint effort between Audubon Minnesota and the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources to reduce the number of
birds killed or injured by building collisions. Atlanta Audubon is one of many local chapters leading on both light reduction and
making buildings safer for birds.
The National Audubon Society protects birds and the places they need, today and tomorrow, throughout the Americas using science,
advocacy, education and on-the-ground conservation. Audubon’s state programs, nature centers, chapters and partners have an
unparalleled wingspan that reaches millions of people each year to inform, inspire and unite diverse communities in conservation
action. Since 1905, Audubon’s vision has been a world in which people and wildlife thrive. Audubon is a nonprofit conservation
organization. Learn more at www.audubon.org and @audubonsociety

Little Irish
Birdy!

Kentucky Warbler

Peregrine Falcon
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Keeping Birds Cool
Although most parrots are from tropical areas and budgies
and weiros are native to Australia, our avian friends that we
keep as pets are more used to a cushy life of air conditioning
and sheltered patios. The WA summer heat has a bite to it
that we have all experienced and for a bird, especially one
that is not acclimatised, this can result in heat prostration.

Heat stress, or heat prostration, is a serious problem during the summer months especially when cages or aviaries have inadequate
ventilation or are in an enclosed building where the sun beats down on an unshaded roof all day. The combination of high heat and
humidity are particularly dangerous.
Birds have no sweat glands. They cool themselves by rapid breathing with their mouths open and by holding their wings out slightly
from their bodies. The underneath of a bird’s wing has no feathers and the main wing artery is in that region. If a bird is running a
fever or is suffering from heat stress, this area will feel very hot to the touch.
Additional signs of a bird suffering from heat stress include rapid vibrations of the muscles and bones under the throat which also
helps to cool the bird and in parrots with severe stress, a goose-honking type sound.
If a bird is displaying the effects of heat stress, it needs to be immediately cooled down with a gentle spray of water or damping with
a cool sponge under his wings, feet and beak. He should be taken immediately to an avian veterinarian. Keep the car cool with the
air conditioner but ensure that the air doesn’t blow directly on to the bird.
The “featherless” area under the wing allows a bird to cool itself and should always be clean and free of dirt, debris and oils. Wash
with cool water or bird shampoo if necessary. Bird treatments should never be applied to this area.
In mild cases of stress or just to cool a bird down where misting hasn’t worked, take a clean sponge, dipping it into cool water and
squeezing it onto the skin under each wing. Do this several times on each side and let the cool cloth sit there for a few minutes
between fresh rinses. If the bird relaxes and begins to show signs of enjoying it, use the wet rag to dampen down his bottom half
including his chest, feet and belly. Allow the bird to drip dry in a cool, well ventilated area. Air movement is important to allow the
bird to continue to cool down but don’t let the breeze blow directly on to him.
KEEPING BIRDS COOL
Birds kept in smaller cages love being sprayed with a fine hand mister of cool water. Weiros and galahs will almost turn themselves
inside out to try to soak up every last drop. It is quite spectacular to watch and very pleasing to see the birds perk up almost
instantly.
For those with large aviaries, installing a fogger to mist the entire area will have a massive cooling effect. These are available at
hardware stores and are easily installed and attached to a garden tap. If they are put on a simple tap timer they can be programmed to
come on periodically in the middle of the day for a few minutes. It is surprising how little water these systems use.
Alternatively, hose down the floors and walls of the area or put a small sprinkler just on the outside of the aviary. This can make a
bit of a mess and some seed might sprout but the birds will love you for it and probably nibble on the new seedlings as well.
Another option is to hang hessian from the roof of the aviary to hand over the sides. These can be hosed down and will act like a
Coolgardie Safe as the breeze blows through the damp fabric. However, be very careful that destructive birds such as parrots and
galahs can’t reach the hessian and get themselves tangled in its threads.
Warmer conditions create a breeding ground for parasites and bacteria. Clean and disinfect bird cages regularly.
Like all animals, birds require fresh water that is changed daily however on hot days the water can easily become warm. Birds just
won’t drink warm water and will not be able to rehydrate themselves. Change the water a couple of times in the day so that it is
always cool and consider asking the neighbour to pop in to do this also if no one is home throughout the day.
Birdbaths are an excellent option as long as the water is changed frequently. In aviaries, if electricity is available, the addition of a
small circulatory fountain will help to keep the water fresh. In small bird cages, a shallow dish filled with just a couple of
centimetres will keep your bird happy for hours. There are even baths that attach to the door of bird cages that allow your bird to
splash around without getting water everywhere.
BRINGING A BIRD INSIDE
Many bird owners will bring their birds inside on a hot day. Birds do very well indoors and will enjoy the company and cool
environment but care should be taken when returning the bird to his outdoor area as sudden changes of temperature could cause a
problem. Avoid sitting a bird cage next to a window or in direct sunlight as this will only make the heat from outside worse. If a bird
is allowed to free range inside, ensure that the ceiling and floor fans are turned off and that the cat is outside.
FEEDING BIRDS IN SUMMER
Birds do not need as much energy in summer as they do in winter but in addition to their normal pellet or seed mixes, will enjoy
greens and fruit which can be left for them in a shallow dish of water. Fresh food should not be left longer than an hour or two in a
cage on hot days as bacteria will begin to grow quickly.
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Australian bird of the year (2019)

Australia’s beloved native birds are disappearing – and the cause is clear
Even species we see every day are sliding towards endangerment due to habitat loss
Across parts of Australia, vast areas of native vegetation have been cleared and replaced by our cities, farms and infrastructure. When
native vegetation is removed, the habitat and resources that it provides for native wildlife are invariably lost.
Our environmental laws and most conservation efforts tend to focus on what this loss means for species that are threatened with
extinction. This emphasis is understandable – the loss of the last individual of a species is profoundly sad and can be ecologically
devastating.
But what about the numerous other species also affected by habitat loss, that have not yet become rare enough to be listed as
endangered? These animals and plants – variously described as “common” or of “least concern” – are having their habitat chipped
away. This loss usually escapes our attention.
These common species have intrinsic ecological value. But they also provide important opportunities for people to connect with
nature – experiences that are under threat.

The ‘loss index’: tracking the destruction
We developed a measure called the loss index to communicate how habitat loss affects multiple Australian bird species. Our measure
showed that across Victoria, and into South Australia and New South Wales, more than 60% of 262 native birds have each lost more
than half of their original natural habitat. The vast majority of these species are not formally recognized as being threatened with
extinction.
It is a similar story in the Brigalow belt of central NSW and Queensland. The picture is brighter in the northern savannas across the
top of Australia, where large tracts of native vegetation remain – notwithstanding pervasive threats such as inappropriate fire
regimes.
We also found that in some areas, such as south-east Queensland and the wet tropics region of north Queensland, the removal of a
single hectare of forest habitat can affect up to 180 different species. In other words, small amounts of loss can affect large numbers
of (mostly common) species.
Our index allowed us to compare how different groups of birds are impacted by habitat loss. Australia’s parrots have been hit hard by
habitat loss, because many of these birds occur in the places where we live and grow our food. Birds of prey such as eagles and owls
have, as a group, been less affected. This is because many of these birds occur widely across Australia’s less developed arid interior.
Along
Australia’s
heavily
populated east coast, population
declines have been noted for
common bird species, including
the
rainbow
bee-eater.
Photograph: Gary Meredith

This map shows the number of bird species affected by habitat loss in any
region. Grey zones indicate parts of Australia where habitat loss has not
occurred. Blue zones have up to 90 species affected by habitat loss, yellow is
up to 120 species affected, while the highest category, red, is up to 187
species affected. Photograph: Conservation Biology

Habitat loss means far fewer birds
Our study shows many species have lost lots of habitat in certain parts of Australia. We know habitat loss is a major driver of
population declines and freefalling numbers of animals globally. A measure of vertebrate population trends – the Living Planet Index
– reveals that populations of more than 4,000 vertebrate species around the world are on average less than half of what they were in
1970.
In Australia, the trend is no different. Populations of our threatened birds declined by an average of 52% between 1985 and 2015.
Alarmingly, populations for many common Australian birds are also trending downwards, and habitat loss is a major cause. Along
Australia’s heavily populated east coast, population declines have been noted for many common species including rainbow beeeater, double-barred finch, and pale-headed rosella.
This is a major problem for ecosystem health. Common species tend to be more numerous and so perform many roles that we depend
on. Our parrots, pigeons, honeyeaters, robins, and many others help pollinate flowers, spread seeds, and keep pest insects in check.
In both Europe and Australia, declines in common species have been linked to a reduction in the provision of these vital ecosystem
services.

We mustn’t wait until it’s too late
Our study aims to put the spotlight on common species. They are crucially important and yet the erosion of their habitat gets little
focus. Conserving them now is sensible. Waiting until they have declined before we act will be costly.
These species need more formal recognition and protection in conservation and environmental regulation. For example, greater
attention on common species and the role they play in ecosystem health should be given in the assessment of new infrastructure
developments under Australia’s federal environment laws (formally known as the Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999).
We should be acting now to conserve common species before they slide towards endangerment. Without dedicated attention, we risk
these species declining before our eyes, without us even noticing.
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Fri. Mar 13, Plymouth, Amador Bird Club meeting
Thurs. Mar 26, Minden, NV Feathers and fur of the Carson Valley Raptors
Fri, Mar 27, Martell, CA Tri-County Wildlife Free Volunteer Wildlife Seminar 5:30pm
Sun. Apr 5th Sacramento, CA Sacramento Exotic Bird & Animal Expo
Fri. Apr 10 Plymouth, Amador Bird Club Semi-Annual Raffle
Fri. May 8, Plymouth, Amador Bird Club Pizza Night with John York

For more information on Feathers and Fur of the Carson Valley Raptors and the
Free Wildlife Seminar from Tri-County Wildlife please check out their Facebook
pages!

Personal Care

Picture Place Photography
Kim Schmutzler-Agee
Photographer








Events, Parties, Dance and Wedding
Coverage and Print on Site
Customized Graphics and Logos
Portraits, Weddings, Photo Restorations
(209) 223-2139 Studio
(209) 304-5999 Cell

Kim Schmutzler-Agee PCA
(209) 304-5999
 Errands
Shopping
 Pick up Medications
Watering Plants
 Pick up Mail
Making Meals
 Drive to Appointments
Laundry
 Medication reminders
Clean & Make Bedding
Vacuum, Sweep, Mop Floors  Showers

Doves..Doves..Doves
Jackie Fox
(530) 677-1035
Many types and colors!

(530) 621-4171
Bird Placement
If you need to place a bird (find a
home for a beloved companion),
please consider the ABC as a
resource. We have several members
that are experienced at finding good
homes for birds in need. We also
have members that take rescue birds
(already homeless birds, and/or birds
with special needs).
For more
information, please contact:
Sherri Elliot (209) 245-6921
Terry Ryan (209) 969-9030
(Amador/Calaveras area)

For information on birds, referrals or the Amador Bird Club, please
contact:
Sherri Elliot (209) 245-6921 (Amador/Calaveras area)
Jackie Fox (530) 677-1035 (northwest area) or
Virginia Blake (209) 981-5016 (Amador/Calaveras area)

Email: amadorbirdclub@gmail.com
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/AmadorBirdClub
Website: www.mycccbc.org/abc
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c/o Terry Ryan
11425 E Benndorf Rd
Acampo, CA 95220

Amador Bird Club
Membership Application

The Amador Bird Club meets the 2nd Friday of each month, 7:30pm in the
Administration Building of the Amador County Fairgrounds!

Name:______________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________
City:_____________________________ State__________ Zip________________
Phone#___________________________ Cell#_____________________________
E-mail address:_______________________________________________________
Family members:_____________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Birds owned, bird related items made/sold:_________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
New Member______
Renewal______
Are you a ____breeder and/or____ hobbyist (please check one or both)
Do you want your address printed in the membership directory? ___yes ___no
Signature:_______________________________Date:___________________
Annual Dues: Family: $15.00
Single: $10.00
Junior: $7.50 $_________
E-mailed newsletters free!
Fee for newsletter via US mail: $5.00 $_________
Please make check payable to club secretary:
Total $_________
Kim Schmutzler-Agee, 316 Water St., Jackson, CA 95642
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