AMADOR BIRD TRACKS
Monthly Newsletter of the Amador Bird Club January, 2020
The Amador Bird Club is a group of people
who share an interest in birds and is open to all.

“home of the rare
Amadoran Combo Parrot”

President’s Message

Dates of bird club
meetings this year:
January 10
February 14
March 13**
April 10*
May 8
June 12
July 10
August 14
September 11*
October 9
November 13
December 11
(Xmas party)
* Semi-Annual
Raffle

**Friday-the-13th:
drive carefully!

Hi All,
Hope everyone had a great Xmas and a
wonderful new year. This year I am hoping to be
able to get input from our members to be able to
acquire interesting guest speakers to help
educate and entertain us. Our first speaker for
this month, arranged for us by Marilyn, is the Tri
County Wildlife association. Any suggestions for
future speakers will be very much appreciated.
As was noted our attendance for our Xmas party
was down slightly so let's ALL put on our
thinking caps and try to come up with ideas to
help boost our membership numbers. We are
the only avian club in the Foothills area and it
would be a shame to see it "dwindle" away, but
enough of the negativity, HAPPY 2020 and I will
see EVERYONE on the 10th. ...Blue
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The Amador Bird Club meeting will
be held on:
Friday, January 10th, 20120 at
7:30 PM
Place: Administration Building,
Amador
County
Fairgrounds,
Plymouth
Activity: Tri-County Wildlife

Refreshments: Persons with
last names beginning with A-M

Officers for 2020
President
Treasurer
Secretary
Newsletter
Webmaster
Photographer

Blue Wrigley
Marlene Smith
Kim Schmutzler-Agee
Terry Ryan
Kim Schmutzler-Agee
Kim Schmutzler-Agee
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Capitol City Bird Society’s Sacramento
National Wildlife Refuge Auto Tour
By Marianna Mejia
The still waters of the Sacramento National Wildlife Refuge
ponds were blindingly white with thousands of snow geese last
November as we toured the refuge in search of birds.
A small group from Amador and Capitol City bird clubs
enjoyed a bright sunny day spotting more than 2 dozen avian
species.
As we followed the dirt road through the ponds, we would see
clouds of geese fill the skies as thousands would launch
themselves after being disturbed by a predator or human.
After the 8 mile auto tour with various viewing stops the group
enjoyed a lunch while a refuge volunteer at the next table gave
a demonstration about the various birds.
Here’s a partial list: snow and white fronted geese; mallard,
pintail, ruddy and shoveler ducks; widgeons; mud hens, and
coots; red wing and brewer blackbirds; gold and white
crown finches; house and savannah sparrows; turkey
vultures; red shouldered and red tailed hawks; crows, great
blue and white herons; snowy egrets; phoebes; and bush
tits.\
At lunch, half the group saw a bald eagle fly by. The rest of us
unfortunately had our backs to the bird and by the time we
turned around it was gone.
Kim with her telephoto lens also spotted a golden pheasant and
an acorn woodpecker.
At one stop we saw two turtles sunning themselves among the
pintail ducks resting on a floating log.
A wonderful outing to enjoy our wild avian neighbors.
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Moving With Your Bird? How To Reduce Stress For Everyone
August 27, 2019 by Lisa Bono

Get your bird(s) used to a smaller travel cage for a few days at a time prior to any move.
I have had the privilege of being a caretaker to various species of birds over the past 43 years. I started at the age of 8 with my first
little yellow parakeet named Tweety, and that quickly grew to include many flockmates. My parents divorced when I was young,
which resulted in many moves with my flock. Later in life, marrying a military man ensured several transfers in my adult years.
As I grew older, the moves became easier. I knew just what was needed to make a smooth transition and what could be packed away
and not missed for a while, while in boxes. I became more in tune with my flock and kept in mind their specific needs.
Most of my moves have been within one state, which made it easier to plan. This probably made me more of a pro when it came to
our long-distance move last year with our five African greys and caique. Our last move to South Carolina after my husband’s
retirement from the Army counted as the 14th move with my flock. Needless to say, I plan on being here for a long time.
Prior to a move, make an appointment with your current veterinarian for a well-bird check, grooming if needed, as well as an up-todate health certificate. You may need this along the way. Make sure you keep the health certificate along with a picture of your bird,
leg band numbers or microchip information with you. Place them in a ziplock bag and keep with your own important documents.
Never place these things on a moving truck because things can and will get lost.

Tips For Happy Traveling With Birds

*Invest in a smaller travel cage and a carrier. Very often the bird’s big cages and play stands are going to be on a moving truck, so it
is very important to get them used to a smaller travel cage for a few days at a time prior to any move.
*Get your bird used to a carrier that you can use securely in your car during travel. Take the same precautions you would with a
person, and make sure they are seat-belted-in. You do not want the carrier taking a tumble with a short stop.
*Make sure the carrier is roomy enough that they can stand on a perch if they want or be on the floor if the ride gets bumpy. Make
sure the perch in the carrier is not too big and they can get their toes ¾ of the way around the perch. Larger and slippery perches
make travel difficult. Line the bottom of the carrier in the event they fall during travel.
*Take your parrot on small trips to make sure they do not get car sick. You will notice if there is any stress in the bird and can adjust
things prior to a longer drive. Do this several times so the bird is used to road noise and movement. Each bird is an individual. One
bird may like the carrier with an open view to what is going on and respond positively to the whirlwind around them with singing and
dancing. Others may respond better to the carrier being covered on three sides with just a view of you to help keep them calm.
*Take breaks and monitor your bird. Make sure there is food and clean water and something for the bird to do to keep them busy.
Make sure the carrier is clean and the bird not soiled. The simple reassurance of seeing you will reduce stress. Make sure you are in
the car anytime you are working with the carrier to prevent accidental escape. Do not have open windows or air vents causing a
breeze on the carrier during your trip.
*If you need to stop overnight, make sure the hotel is animal friendly. Bring a small stand where the bird can come out and stretch.
*Bring in a towel or sheet so the bird can exercise a bit but not run on a dirty floor or unchanged bedspread.
*Locate a vet prior to your move so in the event you need one, you know exactly where to go without hesitation and keep that
information with you at all times. In fact, our last two homes were chosen due to the close proximity of a board-certified avian vet.
Bring plenty of foods, treats, and bottled water in the event something happens. We all know about Murphy’s Law.
I always made sure that I was with my birds during all travel. All the birds traveled well until Miss Emma came along. Emma Lynn
has a twisted neck and spine, so, for whatever reason, she does not do well during car rides. We would get about 45 minutes into a
trip and then she would start violently throwing up. I would have to stop and calm her down. After each stop, we would get an
additional 20 minutes of road time until we had to stop again.
Prior to our last move I got a little tip from my vet that ginger should help calm her stomach. I purchased fresh ginger at the store and
gave her a slice before a trip to a vet. Emma took one bite and threw it. She looked at me as if I was trying to kill her. I tasted the
ginger myself and understood why she would not eat it. It was nasty! In desperation, I made a small batch of ginger water and
replaced her regular water the night before as well as during our travels. This little trick has helped Emma travel easier and came in
handy with our last 700-mile adventure. I have also noticed that Emma travels better in our Motor coach than in a car.

We Have Arrived!

Once at your destination, try to keep your bird’s routine as familiar as possible. After each of our moves, the first few nights I would
sleep closer to their room in case they were spooked by some new noise or shadow. Once settled, I set up a baby monitor so that I
could still monitor them during the night.
Our birds are pretty resilient and offering reassurance and some sort of normalcy will help them adjust into their new home. The
stress is usually worse on us than it is on them. We have the ability to soothe them and keep them calm when we often can’t do that
for ourselves.
As you get ready for your travels and land at your new destination, remember to take a deep breath, remain calm and before you
know it, you will all be settling into your new routine.
Happy travels!
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Tri-County Wildlife Care
Mission
It is the Mission of Tri County Wildlife Care to improve the quality of life in our
region through education and public awareness of our native wildlife, and by giving
the sick, injured and orphaned WILDLIFE a second chance to be free.

"A world where wildlife and people thrive together.”
Tri County Wildlife Care (TCWC) is a non-profit, state and federally permitted rehabilitation center for the care of injured, orphaned
or displaced native California wildlife, with the goal of releasing every one of them possible back into the wild. Amador, Calaveras,
and Eastern San Joaquin Counties
Injured, orphaned or displaced wildlife are brought to us by fish and game officials, or by someone who has found or rescued an
animal. The animal is examined at the TCWC center and a course of treatment is determined. Sometimes e-rays or surgery are
required. Some surgeries are generously donated by the doctors and staff at Jackson Creek Veterinary Hospital and Angels Camp
Veterinary Hospital. In these cases, TCWC only pays for medications. Some treatments take place in our TCWC center or with
trained
wildlife
rehabilitators.
The wildlife patient begins its recovery and rehabilitation indoors in a quiet place. As it progresses, it is moved outdoors to a cage for
more
exercise
and
a
more
natural
habitat.
We do everything we can to ensure that these beautiful creatures are returned to the wild.
For the past 16 years we have served the wildlife of Amador, Calaveras and eastern San Joaquin counties. TCWC cares for animals
seven days a week, 24 hours a day and 365 days a year. We depend soley on donations and fundraisers, as we receive no funding
from state or federal agencies.
Founded 1995
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• Fri. Jan 10 Plymouth, Amador Bird Club meeting
• Sun. Jan 19, Oakley, Busy Beaks 5 Year Bash Its been 5 years since Busy Beaks Academy

was created! Help us celebrate with food, fun, and parrots! Bring your bird and see what we have to
offer, we'd love to see you! Snacks! Prize wheel! Ask a Trainer! Meet other Bird Nerds!

• Sat Feb 1, Galt, City of Galt Winter Bird Festival
• Fri. Apr 10 Plymouth, Amador Bird Club Semi-Annual Raffle

Bourkes Parakeets
Terry Ryan
(209) 969-9030
Diamond Doves

(530) 621-4171
Bird Placement
If you need to place a bird (find a
home for a beloved companion),
please consider the ABC as a
resource. We have several members
that are experienced at finding good
homes for birds in need. We also
have members that take rescue birds
(already homeless birds, and/or birds
with special needs).
For more
information, please contact:
Sherri Elliot (209) 245-6921
Terry Ryan (209) 969-9030
(Amador/Calaveras area)

For information on birds, referrals or the Amador Bird Club, please
contact:
Sherri Elliot (209) 245-6921 (Amador/Calaveras area)
Jackie Fox (530) 677-1035 (northwest area) or
Virginia Blake (209) 981-5016 (Amador/Calaveras area)

Email: amadorbirdclub@volcano.net
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/AmadorBirdClub
Website: www.mycccbc.org/abc
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Amador Bird Club
c/o Terry Ryan
11425 E Benndorf Rd
Acampo, CA 95220

Amador Bird Club
Membership Application

The Amador Bird Club meets the 2nd Friday of each month, 7:30pm in the
Administration Building of the Amador County Fairgrounds!

Name:______________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________
City:_____________________________ State__________ Zip________________
Phone#___________________________ Cell#_____________________________
E-mail address:_______________________________________________________
Family members:_____________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Birds owned, bird related items made/sold:_________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
New Member______
Renewal______
Are you a ____breeder and/or____ hobbyist (please check one or both)
Do you want your address printed in the membership directory? ___yes ___no
Signature:_______________________________Date:___________________
Annual Dues: Family: $15.00
Single: $10.00
Junior: $7.50 $_________
E-mailed newsletters free!
Fee for newsletter via US mail: $5.00 $_________
Please make check payable to club secretary:
Total $_________
Terry Ryan, 11425 E Benndorf Rd. Acampo, CA 95220
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