
1 

The Amador Bird Club meeting will 
be held on: 
 
Friday, September 12, 2014 at 
7:30 PM 
 
Place: Administration Building, 
Amador County Fairgrounds, 
Plymouth 
 
Activity:  Semi-annual raffle 
 
Refreshments: Persons with 
last names beginning with A-R. 

Presidentôs Message 

 
Hi Everyone,  

This month's meeting is our bi-annual 
raffle and our main way we keep 
OUR club running financially so find 
all your bird related items you have 
and DONATE, DONATE, DONATE. 
Also bring your wallets full of 
money !!!!!...See you ALL at the 
meeting 
....... Blue 

 

AMADOR BIRD TRACKS 
Monthly Newsletter of the Amador Bird Club September, 2014  

The Amador Bird Club is a group of people  

who share an interest in birds and is open to all.  

 

ñhome of the rare 
Amadorian Combo Parrotò 

   
 
        

  
      

Dates of bird club 

meetings this year: 

¶ Sept. 12** 

¶ October 10 

¶ November 14 

¶ December 12 

      (Xmas Party) 

 
*Friday-the-13th: drive 
carefully! 
** Semi-Annual  
      Raffle 

 

 Officers for 2014 - 2016 
   
President Blue Wrigley 
Treasurer Cathy Hooper 
Secretary Terry Ryan 
Newsletter Todd Sargent 
Webmaster Kim Schmutzler-Agee  

Build a Bird Bath and Help the Birds through the Drought! 
 
If youôve ever considered adding a bird bath to your yard, this is a good year to do it.  Sure, it 

wouldôve been good to have it in already by now, but September is still a good time to quench 
those thirsty beaks during these last few driest months of the year.  This is the time when 
everything is dried up and birds and animalsô hardship is greatest.  Following is an article that 
shows a variety of ways to construct one without a lot of expense or engineering.    
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the tree can die of over watering. The bird brain is picky! Most birds 
prefer a bath that is partially exposed with very low vegetation under it 
but a tree or shrub nearby so they can land in the tree and hop or fly a 
short distance to the bath or fly from the bath quickly to the tree if 
danger approaches. Put the bath near the edge or dripline of a tree or 
bush that likes a lot of water. Bush Anemone (Carpenteria californica), 
Currants (Ribes spp.), Desert Willow (Chilopsis linearis), and Spice 
Bush (Calycanthus occidentalis) have all worked well. Make sure the 
location gets a little high shade from a building or large tree about 
1P.M. Here at the nursery the birds enjoy the afternoon shade. Let the 
water drip onto Lilies (Lilium spp.), Rushes (Juncus spp.), Sedges 
(Carex spp.), Scarlet Monkey (Mimulus cardinalis) or other riparian 
plants. As you move away from the bird bath plant drier plants. Each 
bath can support a 20 to 50 foot area in plants and animals. 

A metal support post works well. It doesn't have to be an I-beam. A 
piece of 3/4 inch copper pipe is OK. We built one out of a six foot 
section of 2 inch PVC. As long as the pipe doesn't have a lot of sway to 
it, it will work. When it sways too much it will not have any water in it 
on hot windy days. Wooden posts only last a year or so, as they rot with 
all that dripping water. However many acrobatic birds like the Wrentit 
and Oak Titmouse like to cling to the posts and sip the water that dribs 
over the edge of the birdbath. Wood gives them a good substrate to 
cling to and lots of crevices for bug snacks. The platform should be one 
inch by 12 inch wood, 2X6, 2X8, or tile. Make sure it doesn't wobble. 
One fat Scrub Jay can make the whole thing go over. 

This bath is made of a thin layer of cement. A rock helps to stabilize it 
and holds down the drip line. A Western Choke Cherry, Prunus 
virginiana, on the right of the bath serves as a pre-bath perch. This one 
is kind of nice looking compared to the garbage can lid, however it has 
no chicken wire in it and will probably crack over the winter. To make 
this bath just make depression in some sandy soil and pour a thin layer 
of cement. Use a gloved hand or a trowel to spread the cement around 
the depression. Make sure you don't do this on a hot day or in hot soil 
or it will instantly crack. Give it a couple of days and carefully lift it 
out. You can press in pretty rocks to ad some character. To make a 
stronger more long lasting bath place chicken wire in the depressions 
before you add the cement. 

Of course if you put one of the ugly things up, you'll have to hear about 
it from EVERYONE. My favorite is an old hubcap. It's kinda fun just to 
bug the uptight neighbors to put these all over the yard and then pull out 
the six pack, the old chaise lounge, the newspaper and watch the birds 
and the neighbors. Oh, it is required that you wear those bunny house 
slippers and maybe a frayed tee-shirt and cut offs. 
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How to build a simple bird bath to enhance your Garden. 
Over the years we've built a number of bird bath devices. Some bird bath plans were complex, some very simple, 
some quite stupid. Hopefully, you can build a bath that works for your birds. 
The hard part is getting it 'bird friendly'. Most of the birds do not like full sun, nor full shade. They don't like the bath 
fully exposed (hawks can get them) or in brush (cats can get them). If you put the bath under a tree,  

The following was excerpted from http://www.laspilitas.com/garden/howto/birdbath.htm. 

http://www.laspilitas.com/nature-of-california/plants/carpenteria-californica
http://www.laspilitas.com/nature-of-california/plants/ribes-sanguineum-glutinosum
http://www.laspilitas.com/nature-of-california/plants/chilopsis-linearis
http://www.laspilitas.com/nature-of-california/plants/calycanthus-occidentalis
http://www.laspilitas.com/nature-of-california/plants/calycanthus-occidentalis
http://www.laspilitas.com/nature-of-california/plants/lilium-pardalinum
http://www.laspilitas.com/nature-of-california/plants/juncus-patens
http://www.laspilitas.com/nature-of-california/plants/carex-senta
http://www.laspilitas.com/nature-of-california/plants/carex-senta
http://www.laspilitas.com/nature-of-california/plants/mimulus-cardinalis
http://www.laspilitas.com/California_birds/Babblers/Wrentits_in_your_garden.htm
http://www.laspilitas.com/California_birds/Chicadees_and_titmice/Oak_titmouse/Oak_titmouse_in_your_garden.htm
http://www.laspilitas.com/California_birds/Jays_and_magpies/scrub_jay/scrub_jay_in_your_garden.htm
http://www.laspilitas.com/nature-of-california/plants/prunus-virginiana-demissa
http://www.laspilitas.com/nature-of-california/plants/prunus-virginiana-demissa
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The bird bath can be a metal pie pan, glass cake pan, practically anything. 
Just make sure it isn't going to rust or poison the birds. Make sure there are 
no sharp edges. In mild climates ceramic or glass is great. (They will crack in 
colder climates.) Shallow pans favor small birds, deeper pans favor bigger 
birds. Before you get all excited and put a horse trough on a post, I've never 
seen an eagle at a bird bath. 1-2 inches deep is about right. The 2 inch deep 
bird bath needs a small rock in the middle for the smaller birds. It is best to 
have a dish with a very gradual incline, deeper in the middle. This allows 
anything that falls in to climb out easily. You don't want to drown anyone. 
Keep it shallow. Hawks use the smaller baths when it is REALLY hot and 
dry. Boy, the little birds freak when the hawk settles down for a drink! 

Where's the Diving Board? One Lawrence's goldfinches, a Lesser Goldfinch, 
and an Oak Titmouse stop for a drink. A Toyon, Heteromeles arbutifolia, 
serves as their nearby perch. Here they land and wait till the coast is clear. 
This bath isn't great for bathing only for drinks. Although many birds do like 
to stand in the middle and flap about. It isn't very effective. Make sure your 
perching plant can withstand constant water. Riparian species are preferable. 
This bath is about 6 ft away from the Toyon. Any closer and it would 
probably kill it. 

This birdbath was made out of a soft stone. The middle was scraped out to 
make a slight depression. (I used the teeth of a crowbar to scrape out a 
depression. I'm sure there is a better tool available, but that was on hand.) A 
small rock is used to hold the drip line down. It also helps to stabilize it. An 
old redwood fence post serves as the base. A couple of old planks of wood 
are nailed to the post to support the flat stone basin. We had a bet going on in 
the family that no bird in its right mind would go to it. As you can see, 
someone had to pay up. There isn't a lot of water for bathing but it is an 
excellent watering hole. The birds really like this bath. This is probably not 
so much the bath itself as the surrounding plants. There is a mature Toyon 
nearby that gives excellent cover as well as a snacking place. And a 
deciduous fruit tree that gives a good lookout point for seeing if the cat 
(a.k.a. killer) is out and about. 

The basic bath structure is a simple post sticking out of the ground about four 
feet with a pan full of water on top. Light weight pans should have a rock in 
them or a lot of water to counter act the weight of a thirsty, fat bird. 
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Some way has to be arranged to keep the bath full. You can either adapt a sprinkler head to provide water to the bath or 
provide a separate little line for it. Unless you're really over-watering your lawn, you probably are not putting enough 
regular water into the bath. Towhees and Western bluebirds like to splash about like they're at a pool party. 

A faucet, or valve, with an anti-siphon device, a very low volume drip emitter that connects to same, and some quarter 
inch hose to connect the faucet to the bath is all you need. The water should, JUST, drip. If you can see it drip while 
you're standing there looking at it for 20 seconds, that's about right. If you can set the feed under a rock, it will hold it in 
place while adding an extra perch a.k.a. diving board. Hummingbirds prefer to get water while hovering. They sip the 
water as it falls over the rim of the bath. I have no idea why they won't sit on the rim. 

With one one gallon per hour drip emitter you can feed up to about 5 birdbaths. The trick is, they have to be at the same 
level. Exactly the same level. The lip of each basin has to be within a centimeter of the other baths. The baths can be a 
hundred feet apart, but they have to be at the same elevation. I've yet to find an float valve small enough to work in a 
bird bath. They are out there, I've just not found one. 

Last of all, Be patient! It takes a while for the birds to become accustomed to the bath. They won't use it for at least a 
couple of weeks, until they know it isn't going to get them. 

http://www.laspilitas.com/california-birds/finches/lawrences-goldfinch/lawerence-goldfinch.html
http://www.laspilitas.com/California_birds/Finches/Lesser_Goldfinch/Lesser_Goldfinch.html
http://www.laspilitas.com/California_birds/Chicadees_and_titmice/Oak_titmouse/Oak_titmouse_in_your_garden.htm
http://www.laspilitas.com/nature-of-california/plants/heteromeles-arbutifolia
http://www.laspilitas.com/nature-of-california/communities/riparian-rivers-and-creeks
http://www.laspilitas.com/California_birds/Sparoows_towhees_and_buntings/Caifornia_Towhee/California_Towhees_in_your_garden.htm
http://www.laspilitas.com/California_birds/Thrushes/Western-Bluebird/Western-Bluebird-in-your-garden.htm
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Editorôs Notes 
The above article was written by a gardener, who, I suspect, had a fenced yard.  If the yard is not fenced, the 

bath will attract all manner of wildlife:  deer, fox, raccoons, etc.  Deer especially will drink the bath dry in a matter of 
seconds, and then paw the bath into a wreck.  I doubt that a mere rock to hold down the drip line would last at all.  The 
author did not mention mosquito control, or cleaning of the bath, which can accumulate algae and dirt.  Over time, it can 
be quite a challenge to maintain a slow constant flow in the face of well water and algae clogging up the valve.  Here in 
California, during a drought, it is important to get the flow right, so as not to waste water, and so as not to overwater 
your tree.  But it is also important to the wildlife to have some water! 

I built a bath using a similar scheme, and then later added a larger tub at ground level for the animals, and this 
required quite a bit more flow than is needed for birds alone.  I used a needle valve, but it was tricky to connect it to the 
faucet and hose.  The plumbing was fancier and quite a chore, but I persevered.  If you already have drip irrigation, 
youôre 70% there.  I even stocked it with goldfish to control the mosquitoes.  It was very popular for many years, but 
eventually it got rather trashed by animals and wore out to the point of needing a complete rebuild.   

 

Gold Country  
Avicultural Society  

 
Exotic Bird & Animal Expo 

Saturday, 9am to 4pm 

September 6, 2014 
Motherlode Fairgrounds, Sonora, Ca 

 

Vendors Wanted! 
10ô x 10ô space $50 
Before August 1st after $65 

Reserve your space now! 
 

Please Contact: 
MaryAnn Silva 

(559) 909-2090 
Email: parrots@sonnet.com 

 

Presents 
The CCCBC 61st Annual              
Bird Show & Bird Mart 
Saturday Oct. 25, 2013 

Divisions include:  
¶ Finch  
¶ Canary-Colorbred, Type I & Type II 
¶ Cockatiel 
¶ Junior (18 & under)  
¶ Kitchen Canary 
Please see our website www.mycccbc.org 
[ƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘΥ awt{ Iŀƭƭ  
моо b DǊŀƴǘ {ǘΦ aŀƴǘŜŎŀΣ /! фроос 
CƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ  
.ƛǊŘ {Ƙƻǿ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ¢ŜǊǊȅ wȅŀƴ όнлфύ фсф-флол   
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ WŀƴŜ tŜǊŜȊ όнлфύ нпр-орун  
.ƛǊŘ aŀǊǘ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ¢ŜǊŜǎŜ 5ŀǾƛǎ όнлфύ усф-рлсс  

RAFFLE,               RAFFLE,               RAFFLE! 
Some of the birds that will be in our raffle are: Zebra, Society & Spice finched, Orange 
Cheek Waxbills, Diamond Doves, Rosie Bourke, Budgies and more! 
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   AMADOR BIRD CLUB 
 The Amador Bird Club is a group of people who share an interest in birds and is open to all. 

      SEMI-ANNUAL 
            RAFFLE 

   FRIDAY  
              Sept 12, 2014 
 
ñCaged Birds & Things!ò 

Amador County  
Fairgrounds  

Office  
Plymouth, CA  

7:30pm  
 

FOR INFO PLEASE CONTACT 
 

       Beryl      (209) 293-7892 
       Jackie    (530) 677-1035 
       Virginia  (209) 981-5016 
       Terry      (209) 969-9030 

Canaries, Budgies, Cockatiels, Finches & more! 
 

E-mail: amadorbirdclub@volcano.net 
Website: www.mycccbc.org/abc 

Dates of bird club 

meetings this 

year: 

¶ Sept. 12** 

¶ October 10 

¶ November 14 

¶ December 12 

      (Xmas Party) 

 
*Friday-the-13th: 
drive carefully! 

 
** Semi-Annual  
      Raffle 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=canary+clipart&source=images&cd=&docid=KUK4h4Sdbsh6kM&tbnid=i_H7nkxFoUmcYM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fotosearch.com%2Fillustration%2Fcanary.html&ei=KZ8rUauSM4eqiAL6zoHIAg&bvm=bv.42768644,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNGC
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¶ September 6-Sonora CA-Gold Country Aviculture Society Animal & Bird Expo 9am-
4pm 

¶ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мн-tƭȅƳƻǳǘƘΣ /! !ƳŀŘƻǊ .ƛǊŘ /ƭǳō {ŜƳƛ-!ƴƴǳŀƭ wŀƉŜ тΥолǇƳ 
¶ September 14-Pleasanton CA-Pleasanton Exotic Bird Mart 

¶ Oct. 10, 2014:  CCBS FundraiseR  CŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ IŜƛŘŜƴǊŜƛŎƘΣ CƻǳƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ DƻƻŘ .ƛǊŘΣ LƴŎΦ 

 ¢ƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭƭȅ Yƴƻǿƴ !ƴƛƳŀƭ .ŜƘŀǾƛƻǊƛǎǘ Lǎ /ƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘƻ ŦƻǊ ¢ǿƻ 9ǾŜƴǘǎΦ  Instead of hosting a Bird 
Mart this October, the Capitol City Bird Society is holding a fundraiser featuring Barbara Heidenreich at the 
Sacramento YWCA at 1122 17th Street (Sacramento 95811). 

¶ October 11, Sacramento, Capitol City Hookbill & Lovebird Show 
¶ October 25, Manteca, CA CCCBC 61st Annual Bird Show & Bird Mart 

όǎŜŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǿǿǿΦƳȅŎŎŎōŎΦƻǊƎ ƻǊ ƘǧǇΥκκŜȄƻǝŎōƛǊŘŜȄǇƻǎΦƛƴŦƻύ 
¶ NOV 2 2014 Fresno, CA  CCAS Bird Mart, Fresno District Fairgrounds, Industry/Commerce 
Building, Gate #6, off Kings Cyn Ave. 9am-3pm Admission: $5, under 12 free.  For more 
information call Beth (559) 226-4377 or email emarhenke@sbcglobal.net .  

¶ November 8, Arcadia, CA ACFA 35th Annual Canary Show 
 

Terry Ryan 
(209) 969-9030 
Bourkeôs Parakeets 
                & 

Diamond Doves 
        For Sale 

Bird Placement 
 
If you need to place a bird (find a 

home for a beloved companion), please 
consider the ABC as a resource.  We 
have several members that are 
experienced at finding good homes for 
birds in need.  We also have members 
that take rescue birds (already homeless 
birds, and/or birds with special needs).  
For more information, please contact: 
Sherri Elliot (209) 245-6921 
Terry Ryan (209) 969-9030 
(Amador/Calaveras area) 

For information on birds, referrals or the Amador Bird Club, please 
contact: 
 
Sherri Elliot (209) 245-6921  (Amador/Calaveras area) 
 
Jackie Fox  (530) 677-1035  (northwest area) or 
 
Virginia Blake (209) 981-5016  (Amador/Calaveras area) 
 

Email: amadorbirdclub@volcano.net 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/AmadorBirdClub  
Website: www.mycccbc.org/abc 
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(530) 621-4171 

CST 1013939-40 

 Amador Bird Club 
      Semi-Annual Raffle 
            September 12, 2014  7:30pm! 

mailto:emarhenke@sbcglobal.net

