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The Amador Bird Club meeting will 
be held on: 
 
Friday, October 14th, 2016 at 7:30 
PM 
 
Place: Administration Building, 
Amador County Fairgrounds, 
Plymouth 
 
Activity:   
 
Refreshments: Persons with 
last names beginning with A-M 

AMADOR BIRD TRACKS 
Monthly Newsletter of the Amador Bird Club October , 2016  

The Amador Bird Club is a group of people  

who share an interest in birds and is open to all.  

  

Officers for 2016 - 2017 

 

President Blue Wrigley 
Treasurer Cathy Hooper 
Secretary Terry Ryan 
Newsletter Todd Sargent 
Webmaster Kim Schmutzler-Agee 
Photographer Kim Schmutzler-Agee 

 

Presidentôs Message 

Hi All,  

It's been a HECTIC time for me as I have family over 
from Aussie land. Daughter, granddaughter, great 
grandkids (3) etc. But having a terrific time. I am 
hoping to either have a few more slides or maybe a 
roundtable to discuss possible future speakers !!!!!!!! 
for this meeting. A little variety with presentations 
would be a great thing so please give it some thought. 

We all had a great time ( I hope) at our bi-annual 
raffle and made more money for the club than ever 
before, so again, a BIG thankyou to all who 
purchased tickets and those who donated. Off running 
around with the "tribe", see you all on the 14th. 

   ðBlue 

Dates of bird club 

meetings this year: 

October 14 
November 11 
December 9 
(Xmas party) 
 
*Friday-the-13th: drive 
carefully! 
 
** Semi-Annual  
      Raffle 
 
*Friday-the-13th: drive 
carefully! 

ñhome of the rare 
Amadorian Combo Parrotò 

The big news in birds of late is the 
up-listing of the African Grey to CITES 
appendix 1 this month, in just the last 
day or two of this printing.  While this 
is good news for wild populations, 
there will be impacts to owners such 
as myself, and breeders domestically.  
The following articles are what Iôve 
found regarding the CITES decision 
and reasons behind it.  More 
information on local impact to 
American domestic breeding and 
owning will have to wait until the next 
newsletter.   -Todd 

Happy Halloween 
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Is an End to the Trade in Wild Grey Parrots in Sight? 

Rowan Martin | Aug 16, 2016  

An end to the trade in wild-caught African Grey parrots has come one step closer to reality. A number of African 
countries (including Gabon, Angola, Chad, Guinea, Nigeria, Senegal and Togo) together with the European Union and 
United States have submitted a proposal to transfer Grey and Timneh parrots to CITES Appendix 1. If accepted, it will 
halt all international trade in wild Greys, saving tens of thousands of wild birds each year. 

It may surprise many to learn that a legal trade in wild caught Grey parrots is still permitted under the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of Fauna and Flora known as CITES. Over the last 40 years, over 1.3 million 
African Greys have been exported. Taking into account those that die before export, and illegal and unreported trade the 
true number of parrots taken from the wild is much higher. This is unsustainable. 

 

Recent studies show declines of 90-99% over the last two decades in Ghana and there is little evidence that declines are 
less severe elsewhere in West Africa. In the Congo Basin, where the largest populations occur, rapid increases in 
trapping have been recorded in recent years. Trappers report moving into increasingly remote areas of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) following declines in the elsewhere of the country. The DRC exports thousands of Grey 
parrots each year, often far in excess of CITES quotas.  
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Photo: African Grey Parrots drawn to trap site. 
Photo by Andrew Barnard  

Trapped African Grey Parrots, crated for 
export. Photo by: Lukuru Foundation 

Next month, the decision-makers at CITES will consider a proposal to transfer Grey and Timneh parrots to CITES 
Appendix 1. Under the leadership of the World Parrot Trust, we are asking the public to weigh in by signing a petition in 
support of the up-listing. See here: https://www.change.org/p/tell-cites-to-end-trade-in-african-grey-parrots-savegreys 

In just a few days, over 40,000 people have signed the petition.  My deepest thanks to those of you that have already 
signed, and a sincere invitation to those who have not to please consider. The fate of one of natureôs most intelligent and 
beautiful parrots may hang in the balance. 

 

Article taken from https://www.parrots.org/parrot-blogger/is-an-end-to-the-trade-in-wild-grey-parrots-in-sight 

Ghanaõs Grey Parrot population may soon cease to exist 
By Kariuki Ndang'ang'a, 11 Jan 2016 

 
In the last two decades Ghana has lost 90-99% of its Grey Parrot (Psittacus erithacus) population. This is according to a recently 
published study by a team of researchers from Ghana and the United Kingdom associated to Manchester Metropolitan University 
and BirdLife International, and funded by the Loro Parque Foundation in Tenerife. 

The population decline of the Grey Parrot, a heavily traded bird species, is evidenced by among others, the near-total loss of the 
major roosts known in 1992. Further evidence indicates an almost a ten-fold reduction in bird encounter rates observed in the 1990s 
compared to 2014, as well as the perceptions of 96% of the almost a thousand residents that were interviewed during the study. 

ñDedicated searching, including visits to roosts which previously had as many as 1,200 individuals 20 years ago, yielded just a 
handful of Grey Parrot sightingsò, said Nathaniel Annorbah, a Ghanaian graduate student of the Manchester Metropolitan 
University, and the lead author of the scientific paper published in Ibis an international journal of avian science. 

ñGrey Parrot populations in Ghana have declined catastrophically and the species is now very rare across the countryò, added Dr 
Nigel Collar from BirdLife International. 

https://www.parrots.org/parrot-blogger/blogger/5663/
https://www.change.org/p/tell-cites-to-end-trade-in-african-grey-parrots-savegreys
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/species/factsheet/22724813
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The authors of the paper titled, óTrade and habitat 
change virtually eliminate the Grey Parrot 
Psittacus erithacus from Ghanaô, attributes the 
population decline to four main factors: trade, 
overall forest reduction, silvicultural practices and 
farmland timber harvesting.  
ñIllegal trade must surely have contributed to the 
post-1990 declines that we report. This is affirmed 
by the fact that in the years 1991ï2012 when trade 
was outlawed and Ghanaôs reported exports of 
Grey Parrots totaled just 35 individuals, the 
population in the country still declined by 95%ò, 
emphasized Dr Stuart Marsden from Manchester 
Metropolitan University.  

ñAfter a successful campaign to ban the trade in Grey Parrots lead by the Wildlife clubs of Ghana, the junior wing of Ghana Wildlife 
society this comes as a great disappointmentò, observes Mr Japheth Roberts of Ghana Wildlife society (GWS, BirdLife Partner in 
Ghana). ñHowever, it shows us that there are challenges associated with sustaining conservation action and impact over the long 
term. Having achieved success before, this is the time for GWS and its partners to hit the ground running to arrest and reverse the 
catastrophic collapse of Grey parrots in Ghanaò, he adds. 

The situation for Grey Parrot is not only grim in Ghana, but in most of the West Africa region. ñLack of evidence from this and other 
studies that any Grey Parrot populations in the West Africa region are healthy, suggest that trade in the species must surely be ruled 
out in the regionò, observes Kariuki Ndangôangôa, the BirdLife Africa Team Leader for Species Science. 
 
In fact the authors question whether in deed there should be any further trade in much of mainland Central Africa as well. The IUCN 
Red List classification of both Grey Parrots, and especially the much smaller-ranged Timneh Parrot (Psittacus timneh) clearly 
requires re-evaluating. 

In 2013/14, the Africa Secretariat of BirdLife International and CITES supported stakeholders in Liberia, Sierra Leone, Democratic 
Republic of Congo and C¹te d'Ivoire to draft national management plans  for the Grey Parrot, as well as update an existing one for 
Cameroon. These management plans including methods for monitoring populations and trade in the species must be implemented 
without delays. 
 
Article taken from http://www.birdlife.org/africa/news/ghana%E2%80%99s-grey-parrot-population-may-soon-cease-exist 

 
Amador Bird Club Minutes from meeting September 9, 2016 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Blue at 7:32pm. 
Members in attendance were: Blue, Kim, Beryl, Jackie & guest, Pat & Phil, Cathy & Daryl, Lynn & 
Bob, Jane & Dave, Todd, Chris, Mario & Patty, Mariana & Sue, Virginia, Sherri and more! From 
Foothill were Roland & Ilana, Bob, Linda, John & Glenda and Neal & Gary. 
The minutes were approved as written. Treasurer Cathy reported on our treasury which is in very good! 
Nominations are next month so if anyone wants to be an officer speak up! 
Roland reported on an internet survey from ASA regarding CITES-Endangered Species and Scarlett 
Macaw & African Greys. Here is a link I found :  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AFA-Bird-survey  
The Foothill Bird Society Auction is Saturday, Oct. 8th 5:00pm.in Auburn! Sept 10th is the Gold 
Country Bird Show & Mart in Sonora! 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:42pm for refreshments and then our auction. 
Some winners were: John York-Spice Finches & another pair of Finches (forgot what kind), Roland ï
finches, Gary-Whydals Finches, Kim-Gloster Canaries, Jane-Green Singers, Mario-English Budgies 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Terry Ryan 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ibi.12332/epdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ibi.12332/epdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ibi.12332/epdf
http://www.birdlife.org/africa/partners/ghana-wildlife-society-gws


4 

Amador Bird Club                                                        Newsletter                                                             October 2016 

Squawking Result as CITES Places African Grey Parrots at the 
Top of the Protection Pecking Order 

Sunday, October 2, 2016 Johannesburg, South Africa  

African grey parrots flew to the top of the pecking order today as CITES voted decisively to uplist wild 
populations to Appendix I thus ending their international commercial trade. 

IFAW has welcomed the decision today by the 17th Conference of the Parties (CoP 17) of the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) to end commercial trade in 
African grey parrots. 

ñAn Appendix I listing by CITES will immediately improve the welfare and conservation of African greys, by 
protecting them from overexploitation, from uncontrolled and illegal trade; and requiring countries to support 
all efforts to increase protections for the parrots. This is a great day for a species under threat simply because 
of their popularity as a pet bird,ò said Kelvin Alie, Director of IFAWôs Wildlife Trade Programme. 

Alie said the live pet trade, habitat destruction and fragmentation had decimated African grey parrot 
populations in the wild. African greys are highly prized as pets due to their highly vocal nature and their ability 
to learn and mimic human language. 

These traits have made the parrots a target for traders, and African greys are considered the third most 
internationally-traded, wild-harvested bird species with their populations in declines in 14 of 18 range 
countries. 

African grey parrots were listed on CITES Appendix II in 1981 due to the potential impact of trade on its 
population at the time; since then over-harvesting arising from poor quota system, poor management and 
regulation of trade, fraudulent permitting and a high death rate of the birds due to poor harvesting has 
decimated populations. 

Legal trade data estimates that over 1.3-million African greys were exported from range states between 1975 
and 2013, with an average of 40-60 per cent dying due to deplorable transit and transport conditions. This 
means the true estimate of African greys captured in just under 40 years was between 2.1-3.2-million birds. 

The proposal was submitted by five range states, Gabon, Nigeria, Guinea-Bissau, Angola and Togo, with co-
sponsorship by Chad, Senegal, USA and EU. It was agreed by 95 votes in support, 35 votes against and 5 
abstentions. 

About IFAW 

Founded in 1969, IFAW rescues and protects animals around the world. With projects in more than 40 
countries, IFAW rescues individual animals, works to prevent cruelty to animals, and advocates for the 
protection of wildlife and habitats. For more information, visit www.ifaw.org. Follow us on Facebook and 
Twitter. Photos are available at www.ifawimages.com 

http://www.ifaw.org/
http://www.ifaw.org/
http://www.facebook.com/IFAWHQ
http://www.twitter.com/action4ifaw
http://www.ifawimages.com/
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¶ October 29th, Turlock, CA CCCBC 62nd Annual Bird Show & Bird Mart see: 
mycccbc.org 

¶ October CA Exotic Bird Marts see: http://www.exoticbirdmart.com (916) 882-9486: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

¶ October 30th, Fresno, CA Central California Avian Society Bird Mart 9-3 Fairgrounds in Fresno 
 

¶ November 27th, Pomona, CA Everybodyôs Bird Mart Expo Hall 4, 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Birds of all breeds and 
sizes are on display and for sale along with supplies, accessories and information Adult admission is $10, 
children 11 or younger can explore for free Parking is $10 at Gate 17 on Fairplex Dr. 
 
 

                   Bourkes Parakeets 
                             
                      Terry Ryan 
                   (209) 969-9030 
 
    Diamond Doves 

Bird Placement 
 

If you need to place a bird (find a 
home for a beloved companion), 
please consider the ABC as a 
resource.  We have several members 
that are experienced at finding good 
homes for birds in need.  We also 
have members that take rescue birds 
(already homeless birds, and/or birds 
with special needs).  For more 
information, please contact: 
Sherri Elliot (209) 245-6921 
Terry Ryan (209) 969-9030 
(Amador/Calaveras area) 

 
For information on birds, referrals or the Amador Bird Club, please 
contact: 
 
Sherri Elliot (209) 245-6921  (Amador/Calaveras area) 
 
Jackie Fox  (530) 677-1035  (northwest area) or 
 
Virginia Blake (209) 981-5016  (Amador/Calaveras area) 
 

Email: amadorbirdclub@volcano.net 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/AmadorBirdClub  
Website: www.mycccbc.org/abc 

(530) 621-4171 
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FACT: A birdôs lungs are much more complicated and efficient and take up 
more space than those of mammals, such as humans. A humanôs lungs compose 
about 1/20 of its body, but a birdôs takes up 1/5.[8]  

http://www.facebook.com/AmadorBirdClub

