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The Amador Bird Club meeting will 
be held on: 
 
Friday, June 10th, 2016 at 7:30 
PM Pizza Night!!! 
 
Place: Administration Building, 
Amador County Fairgrounds, 
Plymouth 
 

Activity:  a presentation from John 

York 

 
Refreshments: Persons with 
last names beginning with A-L 

AMADOR BIRD TRACKS 
Monthly Newsletter of the Amador Bird Club June , 2016  

The Amador Bird Club is a group of people  

who share an interest in birds and is open to all.  

  

Officers for 2016 - 2017 

 

President Blue Wrigley 
Treasurer Cathy Hooper 
Secretary Terry Ryan 
Newsletter Todd Sargent 
Webmaster Kim Schmutzler-Agee  

President’s Message 

Hi All, phew, bloody HOT !! Hope 

all your critters and yourselves are 

keeping as cool as possible. Very 

short note this month, we are having 

our entertaining guest speaker John 

York back to educate and entertain 

us again this meeting. Also it is our 

pizza night so I am sure we should 

have a good attendance. As I 

mentioned in last months newsletter 

we will be discussing the upcoming 

Fair and the booth manning 

schedule. Until the 10th., be cool and 

I hope to see you all then.  

        —Blue 

Dates of bird club 

meetings this year: 

June 10 
July 8 
August 12 
September 9** 
October 14 
November 11 
December 9 
(Xmas party) 
 

*Friday-the-13th: 

drive carefully! 

** Semi-Annual  

      Raffle 
 

 

“home of the rare 

Amadorian Combo Parrot” 
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Bird Collisions 
Bird collisions happen because birds see the world differently. Millions die from collisions 

with man-made objects each year. 
 

Have you heard the “thud” as a bird hits your window? You're not alone. Every U.S. home kills about two birds each year—including long-distance 
migrants like Ruby-throated Hummingbirds. 

To birds, trees and sky reflected in glass appear to be habitat. They fly into windows at high speeds, and the loss of life is staggering. Up to one 
billion birds are killed by collisions with glass in the United States every year. (There are easy ways to help!) 

More Turbines and Towers: More Collisions 
 

In addition to collisions with glass, the extraordinary growth of wind energy represents a growing threat to birds. The United States now has 48,000 

wind turbines installed from coast to coast, with many more planned. 

Those turbines killed nearly 600,000 birds in 2012, from Golden Eagles to migratory songbirds. By 2030 or before, a 10-fold increase in turbines is 

expected to boost annual bird mortality to 1.4 to 2 million. Hundreds of thousands or millions more could be killed by collisions with the associated 

power lines and towers being built to carry electrical energy into the grid. 

Other man-made structures like communications towers are also a problem, especially for birds that migrate at night. A 2000 ABC report 

documented more than 550 Yellow-billed Cuckoo deaths at just 17 towers. 

 

Reducing the Threat 

 

As part of our strategic conservation framework, we tackle the biggest threats to birds. When it comes to bird collisions, we work with 

manufacturers to develop bird-safe glass and provide easy solutions for homeowners. We push for wind turbines and associated power lines and 

towers to be placed in areas that minimize impacts on federally protected birds. 

We also advocate through our Policy work for stronger local, state, and federal regulations to protect birds and other wildlife from these threats. 
 

Bird Collisions at Home Windows 
Almost 50 percent of bird collision mortality happens on home windows, and the most likely place for birds hitting windows  is near 

bird feeders. 

If you have outside screens on all your windows, you’re already on your way to having a bird-friendly home. The patterns made by 

mullions in colonial windows also reduce the likelihood of collisions. 

Luckily, there’s a lot you can do to make your house and yard safer for birds. See our Bird-Smart Glass page for a variety of easy 

solutions. 

Window Solutions to Help Birds 
Research has identified ways to alert birds to windows. The easiest way to stop birds hitting windows is to apply visible patterns to 

the outside of windows. 

¶ Most birds will avoid glass with vertical stripes spaced four inches apart or horizontal stripes spaced two inches apart. Stripes 

should be at least 1/4″ wide. Generally, white stripes perform better, as they are visible against more backgrounds. 

¶ Patterns and even artwork done on glass with tempera paint will last a surprisingly long time, can be easily removed or replaced 

and are non-toxic. Tape and decals are readily available on the internet or at stores for bird lovers; you can also see our Bird-

Smart Glass page for more products. 

¶ Cords or netting can be mounted in front of glass, as can external motorized shades and screens. 

¶ Not all windows are equally hazardous. Check to see which of your windows are most reflective and closest to areas 

where birds are active, like feeders. Collisions happen more frequently when more birds are present, such as during 

spring and fall migration and when many young birds are present.  

 
Glass collisions: It's a huge problem for birds. Up to a billion birds die in collisions with glass each year in the United 

States. Although most people have seen or heard a bird hit a window, they often believe it is an unusual event. Add up 

all those deaths and the number is staggering. 

Both common and rare bird species hit windows. According to a 2014 study, species commonly reported in glass 

collisions include White-throated Sparrow and Dark-eyed Junco. Ruby-throated Hummingbirds are frequent victims, 

along with Wood Thrush and other species of conservation concern. 

Within our work to eliminate threats to birds, we are proud to be the first organization to take a national approach to 

solving the glass collisions problem. We educate and inform architects, planners, and developers about the issue and 

solutions. We advocate for legislation to require use of bird-friendly materials, and we develop and evaluate new 

materials. 

http://americanbirdconservancy.org/bird/ruby-throated-hummingbird/
http://americanbirdconservancy.org/program/glass-collisions/
http://abcbirds.org/get-involved/bird-smart-glass/
http://americanbirdconservancy.org/program/wind-energy/
http://americanbirdconservancy.org/article/wind-turbines-being-installed-in-sensitive-bird-habitat-on-massive-scale/
http://americanbirdconservancy.org/article/wind-turbines-being-installed-in-sensitive-bird-habitat-on-massive-scale/
http://americanbirdconservancy.org/bird/golden-eagle/
http://abcbirds.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/towerkillweb.pdf
http://americanbirdconservancy.org/bird/yellow-billed-cuckoo/
http://americanbirdconservancy.org/about/mission-and-strategy/conservation-framework/
http://abcbirds.org/get-involved/bird-smart-glass/
http://abcbirds.org/program-division/conservation-advocacy/
http://abcbirds.org/get-involved/bird-smart-glass/
http://abcbirds.org/get-involved/bird-smart-glass/
http://abcbirds.org/get-involved/bird-smart-glass/
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Our Bird-Smart Glass Program provides proven tested products for every conceivable need, from those of architects 

and builders to homeowners. 

 

Tested Products: After six years of research, we’re proud to present a 

comprehensive resource to help stop birds hitting windows. Proven 

products (including our Bird Tape, shown) are suggested for existing 

and new windows, for every size and shape imaginable, and for every 

budget.  

 

Legislation: Bird-friendly policies can save species like Yellow-

rumped Warbler and other birds that are frequent victims of glass 

collisions. We’ve helped create ordinances on bird-friendly design in 

communities from San Francisco and San José to the state of 

Minnesota. Contact us to get started in your community! 

 

Effective Window Solutions for Homeowners and Architects 

Birds hitting windows is one of the leading causes of bird deaths in the United States. It is estimated that up to 988 

million birds are killed each year in the United States when they hit windows, making this threat one of the most 

costly to bird populations. 

Migratory birds and backyard birds are among the most common victims, including declining species like White-

throated Sparrow, Hermit and Wood Thrush, Painted Bunting, Golden-winged Warbler, and Anna's and Ruby-throated 

Hummingbird. 

Now, after six years of research and testing more than 150 products, our Glass Collisions Program presents a 

comprehensive resource to help stop birds hitting windows: Proven products for existing and new windows for 

homeowners, architects, and builders, for every size and shape imaginable, and for every budget. Each of these 

products has been shown to significantly reduce bird collisions. (See "About Our Ratings," below.) 

We at American Bird Conservancy are proud to be the first organization to promote glass collision awareness on a 

nationwide scale. But we need your help to make a difference for birds: Please take action today to help solve the 

problem of birds hitting windows, using one of the options listed below. 

Amador Bird Club Minutes May 13, 2016 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:32pm by Terry being Blue was unable to attend. 

Members in attendance were Terry along with her mother, Joan, Sherri, Mariana, Sue, Cathy, Kim, Jackie, Todd, 

Lynn & Bob and Jane & Dave. 

Treasurer Cathy gave the treasury report which was excellent. 

We ended up having a discussion about the Sacramento bird mart which Todd said was well attended and Jane 

said that it was crowded but they did have quite a few vendors, then onto Capital City’s Auction ending up with 

Mariana telling about the State Fair Bird exhibit & show they have. Entries to the show are $5 which includes a 3 

day pass & parking pass! The Fair is July 8-24th and the show is July 22-24. They give basic bird education at the 

fair. 

The Amador County Fair theme this year is “Saluting the Hero’s Among Us!” Jane & Dave along with Jackie 

volunteered to set up our booth on Wednesday July 27th with the fair being July 28-31st! Kim volunteered to do 

pictures again and calendars. Sue volunteered to draw a picture of our logo bird, that we named Amador Andy & a 

female counterpart, Amador Annie. 

Next month will be our Annual Pizza Night with a presentation by John York who is always very interestering! 

The Lucky Door prizes were won by Sue (a Ceramic Bird), Lynn (a Ceramic Bird) and Todd (a Blue Bird) 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00pm 

Respectfully submitted, 

Terry Ryan 

http://abcbirds.org/get-involved/bird-smart-glass/
http://americanbirdconservancy.org/article/largest-city-in-northern-california-to-adopt-bird-friendly-building-guidelines/
http://americanbirdconservancy.org/article/minnesota-and-oakland-calif-adopt-bird-friendly-building-requirements/
mailto:[csheppard@abcbirds.org]
http://abcbirds.org/article/up-to-one-billion-birds-may-be-killed-annually-in-building-collisions-new-study-says/
http://abcbirds.org/article/up-to-one-billion-birds-may-be-killed-annually-in-building-collisions-new-study-says/
https://abcbirds.org/bird/white-throated-sparrow/
https://abcbirds.org/bird/white-throated-sparrow/
http://abcbirds.org/bird/wood-thrush/
https://abcbirds.org/bird/painted-bunting/
http://abcbirds.org/bird/golden-winged-warbler/
http://abcbirds.org/bird/ruby-throated-hummingbird/
http://abcbirds.org/bird/ruby-throated-hummingbird/
http://abcbirds.org/program/glass-collisions/
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Acopian BirdSavers – Highly Effective 
Estimated Cost: $24 per 24″ x 32″ window 

These “Zen Curtains” are easy to install, long lasting and highly effective. The 

bird-savers website gives directions to build your own, or order from them from 

Acopian Bird Savers. 

ABC BirdTape – Highly Effective 
Estimated Cost: $3 per 24″ x 32″ window 

Easy to install, long-lasting and affordable, ABC BirdTape is highly effective 

when installed as recommended. This translucent tape allows light in, but partially 

obscures views. Lasts at least four years when installed on the exterior surface of 

a window. 

Collidescape – Highly Effective 
Estimated Cost: $36 per 24″ x 32″ window 

This window film creates a solid appearance from the outside, but allows views 

from the inside and can reduce glare and cooling costs while protecting birds. Do 

it yourself or have professionally installed. Available in black, white, or custom 

patterns. 

Feather Friendly® – Effective 
Estimated Cost: $10 per 24″ x 32″ window 

These adhesive dots applied to the outside of your windows create an effective 

“frit” pattern. Do-it-yourself or have professionally installed. 

Solyx® Bird-Safety Film – Effective 
Estimated Cost: $31 per 24″ x 32″ window 

This external film is available in horizontal and vertical stripes. Both have proven 

highly effective in the field. This product may require professional installation. 

For many more window options, the reader is encouraged to visit the website at https://abcbirds.org/get-involved/bird-smart-glass/. 
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¶ June 10, Plymouth, Ca ABC Pizza Night with John York 

¶ August 5-6, 2016 - 11th ANNUAL SHOW  The West Coast Zebra and Society Finch Show 

group is very happy to announce their eleventh annual show to be held August 5-6, 2016 in 

Sacramento, CA.  La Quinta Inn Downtown 200 Jibboom St. Sacramento, CA  Call 916-

448-8100 and mention the "Bird Show" Make your reservations before July 4th! 

¶ August 21, Modesto, CA CCCBC Mini-Bird Mart 

¶ August  28, Roseville, CA  Foothill Bird Fanciers Exotic Bird Mart 

¶ September  9th, Plymouth, CA Amador Bird Club Semi-Annual Raffle 7:30pm 

¶ October  29th, Turlock, CA CCCBC 63rd Annual Bird Show & Bird Mart 

                   Bourkes Parakeets 

                             

                      Terry Ryan 

                   (209) 969-9030 

 

    Diamond Doves 

Bird Placement 

 
If you need to place a bird (find a 
home for a beloved companion), 
please consider the ABC as a 
resource.  We have several members 
that are experienced at finding good 
homes for birds in need.  We also 
have members that take rescue birds 
(already homeless birds, and/or birds 
with special needs).  For more 
information, please contact: 

Sherri Elliot (209) 245-6921 

Terry Ryan (209) 969-9030 
(Amador/Calaveras area) 

 
For information on birds, referrals or the Amador Bird Club, please 
contact: 
 
Sherri Elliot (209) 245-6921  (Amador/Calaveras area) 
 
Jackie Fox  (530) 677-1035  (northwest area) or 
 

Virginia Blake (209) 981-5016  (Amador/Calaveras area) 
 

Email: amadorbirdclub@volcano.net 

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/AmadorBirdClub  

Website: www.mycccbc.org/abc 

(530) 621-4171 

Amador County Fair July 28-31st! 

Please think about volunteering to work at our Fair Booth! 

There are 2 shift a day for the four days and we  

Would like to have 2 volunteers per shift! 
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                              Amador Bird Club  

                          Membership Application  
                   The Amador Bird Club meets the 2nd Friday of  each month, 7:30pm in the  
                        Administration Building of the Amador County Fairgrounds!  

 
Name:______________________________________________________________  
Address:____________________________________________________________  

City:_____________________________ State__________ Zip________________  
Phone#___________________________ Cell#_____________________________  

E-mail address:_______________________________________________________  
Family members:_____________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________  

Birds owned, bird related items made/sold:_________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________  
New Member______                      Renewal______  

Are you a ____breeder and/or____ hobbyist (please check one or both)  
Do you want your address printed in the membership directory? ___yes ___no  

Signature:_______________________________Date:___________________  
Annual Dues:  Family: $15.00         Single: $10.00       Junior: $7.50    $_________     
E-mailed newsletters free!        Fee for newsletter via US mail: $5.00    $_________     

Please make check payable to club secretary:                           Total    $_________  
Terry Ryan, 17706 Hwy 26, Glencoe, CA 95232                                                                      

 

Amador Bird Club  

c/o Terry Ryan 

17706 Hwy 26 

Glencoe, CA 95232 


