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The Amador Bird Club meeting will 
be held on: 
 
Friday, March 14, 2013 at 7:30 
PM 
 
Place: Administration Building, 
Amador County Fairgrounds, 
Plymouth 
 
Activity:  Rich Jones, ñThe Hawk 
Guyò 
 
Refreshments: Persons with 
last names beginning with A-R. 

Presidentôs Message 

Hi Everyone,  
At last we are getting some rain so lets be 
thankful for it even if it is a little inconvenient 
at times. This weather AND the recent above 
normal temps. will be stirring up the hormones 
in the birds so be prepared for the breeding 
season to kick into gear. We are having Rich. 
Jones, "The Hawk Guy" give us his 
interesting and humorous presentation  for this 
months meeting so let as many friends know so 
we can have a full house, as Rich's talks are 
always Very 
educational.                                                         
     April is our Semi-Annual Raffle so start 
thinking about what you want to donate to the 
table. May speaker is going to be John York 
and he will be presenting a talk on his recent 
trip to Africa with many bird/critters plus it is 
our Pizza Night so remember, mark it on your 
calendars. I am still and always open to 
suggestions/recommendations for speakers.  
See you ALL on the 14th.      Blue. 
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The Amador Bird Club is a group of people  

who share an interest in birds and is open to all.  

 

ñhome of the rare 
Amadorian Combo Parrotò 

Officers for 2014  
 
Office Officer  
President Blue Wrigley  
Treasurer Kathy Hooper  
Secretary Terry Ryan 
Newsletter Todd Sargent 
Webmaster Kim Schmutzler-Agee  

 
The term of office is two years. 

 

   
 
        

  
      

Dates of bird club 

meetings this 

year: 

¶ March 14 

¶ April 11**  

¶ May 9 

¶ June 13* 

¶ July 11 

¶ August 8  

¶ Sept. 12** 

¶ October 10 

¶ November 14 

¶ December 12 

      (Xmas Party) 

 
*Friday-the-13th: 
drive carefully! 
** Semi-Annual  
      Raffle 

 Rich Jones 
    Falconer aka 
      ñ The 
            Hawk 
               Guyò 
        Pictured below 
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Aba A cloth wrap that immobilizes a bird to calm her or hold her for examination. 

Alula Three small, stiff feathers control the flow of air over the wing during flight 

Anklets The leather strap which goes around the bird's leg. The jesses are attached to this. Sometimes also called a bracelet. 

Austringer A person who flies short-wing or broad-wing hawks, also called a Shortwinger and sometimes (mostly in jest) "dirt hawker".  

Aylmeri Leather anklets and jesses designed by the late Guy Aylmeri; replacement for traditional jesses. 

Bate The action of the bird attempting to fly from a perch or the fist while attached by a leash. The bird may be startled and wanting to 

Bechin A small tidbit of food. 

Bewit Small strips of leather which attach the bells or other hardware to the bird's leg. If a different material is used as a bewit, it should 
not be attached directly to the leg, but rather to the anklet. A cable tie is a great convenience, but must never be attached around the bird's 
leg.  

Braces Leather straps on the hood which open and close it 

Yarak A state of complete focus on the hunt, usually referring to Accipiters. An Eastern term referencing when the bird's training, 
weight, and mental focus all comes together in the field. The hawk is riding the fist in anticipation of the hunt and is ready to go. 

Wing over To change direction flipping over in mid-flight, often when chasing quarry that has changed direction 

Warble The action of stretching both wings up over the back simultaneously. 

Wait on To soar either circling or hanging on the wind above the falconer waiting for quarry. The bird will then stoop at the quarry. 

Train The 12 tail feathers. Formally called the retrices (singular retrix). 

Tomial tooth The tooth (and often referencing the corresponding notch) in a falcon's beak specialized for snapping the neck of their prey. 
Sometimes just called the notch. 

Chaps Chaps are leg protectors for a bird, primarily used when hunting squirrels as the squirrel teeth can severely damage a bird's leg or toe 

Crural The feathers that cover the leg from the upper leg to the abdomen. In some species the crural feathers cover the leg to the top of the 

Imp Cutting a broken or damaged feather and replacing it with an undamaged feather. Imping usually involves cutting the shaft of the 
bird's broken feather, trimming a feather that the falconer has on hand to the right length, and the gluing the shaft of the replacement 
feather to the shaft of the broken feather on the bird.  

Jess Traditionally, these are leather strips which go through the anklets so the falconer can hold the bird and attach the leash. Modern 
jesses are of many types of material including parachute cord and various braids. 

Mantle The action of stretching out the wings to hide food; there is a secondary meaning describing the action of stretching a wing and the 
same side leg out to one side of the body.  

Microhawking Hawking with the smaller birds - Kestrels, Sharp-Shins, or Sparrowhawks. Very popular, especially for the suburban 
falconer without large fields or large spaces for mews facilities.  

Pitch Referring to the height that a falcon will achieve when they rise. From this height they will go into a stoop at prey or the lure. 

Strike There are several meanings for the work strike. The obvious meaning is for the bird to hit its prey. The other, and more common 
meaning in falconry, is to loosen the braces of the hood and pull the hood off the bird's head. This is striking the braces. 

Snite To sneeze 

Mute Referring both to the fecal matter and to the act of defecating. To mute usually refers to falcons defecating where the material drops 
from the cloaca straight down, while slicing (or propelling the matter out of the cloaca) refers to hawks. The common term mute is often 
used as a general term for all. The dried white urates are also referred to as chalk or whitewash. 

Rake away To pull out of a flight, particularly to pull out of a stoop. 

Rouse The action of a hawk erecting its feathers and then shaking them; part of grooming; a sign of a relaxed and content bird.  
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A few words from 
     The Modern ApprenticeðFalconry History 

           Glossary    
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Common Injuries and First Aid for Birds  
Veterinary & Aquatic Services Department, Drs. Foster & Smith  

 
 

Birds can hide illness for a long time. In the wild, they would become an easy target if they showed signs of weakness or 
illness. In our homes, birds still hide their illness. One of the easiest ways to monitor the bird's health is to weigh the bird 
on a monthly basis. If the bird is losing weight and you do not have him on a diet, he is probably ill. Some of the most 
common injuries or illnesses are listed below with at-home care instructions, which buy time to get the bird to the 
veterinarian. 

Broken blood feather 

Broken blood feathers can cause what appears to be a lot of blood loss. They are relatively easy to treat. At home, pack 
the broken shaft with styptic powder or flour. Apply minimal pressure with a gauze or telfa pad while traveling to the 
veterinarian. At the clinic, the veterinarian will probably pull out the bleeding shaft. If you have been shown how to do 
this, it is something you can do at home. The bleeding stops after the shaft has been removed. 

Cat or dog attack 

Handle the bird quietly and calmly to avoid adding to his stress. Keep the bird quiet and warm (to help prevent or treat 
shock). 

If the wound is bleeding, apply direct pressure with a gauze, but do not restrict breathing. Transport the bird to your 
veterinarian immediately. 

Check for broken bones. If a wing is broken, wrap both wings loosely to the body with gauze and then tape to prevent 
further injury from flapping the wing. Do not tape tightly or the bird will not be able to breathe. If other bones (skull, 
legs) are broken, do not attempt to treat at home as further damage may occur. 

Anytime a bird is attacked by an animal, it should be taken to the veterinarian as soon as possible for an examination and 
treatment of wounds. Mouths and teeth carry a lot of bacteria which can cause nasty infections if left untreated. 

Small wounds or abrasions 

If your bird has a small, superficial, and nonbleeding wound not caused by an animal, clean the wound with betadine or 
chlorhexidine (Novalsan). Use a tweezers to remove any dirt or feathers. Then apply a small amount of antibiotic 
ointment. It should heal within a couple of days. Do not allow the bird to pick at it. In case of deeper cuts or wounds, 
seek veterinary advice as further treatment may be necessary. 

Bleeding from the tongue 

The tongue contains many blood vessels and if injured, may bleed profusely. Seek veterinarian attention immediately. 

Bleeding toenail 

Apply a styptic stick or powder to the toenail. The bleeding should stop within a minute or so. If the bleeding does not 
stop, take the bird to the veterinarian. 

.Breathing trouble 

A breathing problem should be considered an emergency. If you notice that your bird is having problems breathing, first 
check the nostrils for blockage. If an external blockage is noted (such as with mucus), wipe with a damp cloth. Look for 
any other blockage such as seeds or dirt. (NOTE: The operculum, a small part of the birds anatomy inside of the nostril, 
could be mistaken for a foreign body, so have your veterinarian remove any suspected blockage.) After checking for 
blockage, contact your veterinarian or emergency clinic, gently transfer the bird to an carrier cage, and transport the bird 
to veterinary care. 
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Breathing troubleðcontinued 

Panting or open-mouth breathing could be caused by overheating due to fright, exercise, or environmental temperature. 
Overheated birds can develop heatstroke. In these cases, the bird may also hold its wings outstretched from his body, 
pant heavily, and collapse. Allow the bird to remain quiet in a cooler place. Mist the bird with cool water and have her 
stand on a cold wet towel. Do not cool the bird down too fast. Contact your veterinarian to determine if further treatment 
is needed. 

Burns 

Run cold water over the affected area for several minutes. Then dry the area gently with gauze and apply cold 
compresses. If the burn is severe or extensive, take your bird immediately to your veterinarian or emergency clinic. 
Burns may cause a bird to go into shock and need prompt care. Typically, antibiotics will also be prescribed to prevent 
infection. 

Chilling 

Provide a warm environment by supplying heat with a heat lamp or hot water bottle wrapped in a towel. Take extreme 
care to not burn the bird. Keep the temperature about 85-90ÜF. Monitor the air temperature to avoid overheating. 
Determine the cause of the chilling. If it is due to illness or injury (shock), seek veterinary attention. If it is due to 
environmental conditions such as power outage or drafts, fix the problem or relocate the bird. 

Poisoning 

If the toxin is inhaled such as fumes from a Teflon pan, remove the bird to a well-ventilated area, and contact your 
veterinarian immediately. 

If the bird had external contact with a poison such as insect sprays, bathe the bird immediately and contact your 
veterinarian. 

If the bird ingested a toxin such as a plant or a household cleaner, get the name of the toxin. Your veterinarian needs to 
be called immediately in all cases of possible poisoning. Any time poisoning is thought to be a possibility, the 
veterinarian or Poison Control Center will need to know the name of the toxin, the active ingredients, the weight of the 
bird, how much was consumed, when the exposure occurred, and any symptoms the bird currently is showing. 

Summary 

Any time an injury or illness occurs, the first thing to do is to prevent further injury. Then consult with your veterinarian 
or emergency clinic to determine what type of further treatment is necessary. Be prepared for emergencies by having a 
first aid kit for your bird readily available. 

For more information on what is considered an emergency for birds, see Bird Emergencies: Contact Your Veterinarian 
When Your Bird Shows These Signs  

 

References and Further Reading  
 
Rich, G. DVM. Handling Avian Emergencies at Home. Bird Talk. March 1998. 
Rupley, A. Manual of Avian Practice. W.B. Saunders Company. Philadelphia, PA; 1997. 
Spadafori, G; and Speer, B. Birds for Dummies. IDG Books Worldwide. Foster City, CA; 1999. 
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May the sun shine all day long, everything go right 
and nothing wrong. May those you love bring love 
back to you, and may all the wishes you wish come                          
true!                                               - Irish Blessing 

http://www.peteducation.com/article.cfm?cls=15&cat=1912&articleid=2882
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5 

When: Sunday March 16, 2014 11:30-4pm  
Where: Stanislaus Agricultural Center 
             3800 Cornucopia Way, Modesto, CA 
    For more info please call Terese (209) 247-3206  

                     Or see our website: www.mycccbc.org 

The CCCBC Mini Bird Mart is open to the public 
with admission fee of $2 per person, under 18 free. 
Club members ONLY will be selling birds. We will 
also have a raffle and a silent auction and are asking 
members for donations for both.  

  
 

We are NOT having our normal 

potluck so please eat before 

you come!  

However, the CCCBC will be 

selling snacks, water and soda!  
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¶ March 14, Plymouth, CAï Amador Bird Club presents Rich Jones ñThe Hawk Guyò 
 

¶ MARCH 16TH 2014 at Pomona, CA 2014 

Everybody's Bird Mart - 9:30am-4pm - Building 4 - 1101 W. McKinley Ave., Pomona, CA 91768. All 
types of birds and supplies for sale. Best prices in town and the biggest show you will ever attend. 
Hundreds of vendors. $7 per adult admission. For more info call: 805-494-1499 or 909-623-3111   

 

¶ March 16th, Modesto, CA-CCCBC Mini Bird Mart, Sunday 11:30am-4:00pm Stanislaus 

Agricultural Center $2 admission under 18 free! See www.mycccbc.org for more info! 
 
¶ Apr. 11, Plymouth, CA-Amador Bird Club Semi-Annual  ñBirds & Thingsò Raffle 7pm. 
Administration Building of the Amador County Fairgrounds, Plymouth, CA For more info call Terry (209) 
969-9030 

¶ APRIL 13 2014 PLEASANTON, CA  Pleasanton Fairgrounds  4501 Pleasanton Ave.  
Exhibit Hall B  Sunday, 9:30am-3pm  SANJOSEBIRDMARTS.com 

¶ May 9th, Plymouth, CA-Amador Bird Club Pizza Night & presentation by John York 

¶ West Coast Zebra & Society Finch Show, Sacramento, CA - "The Friendliest Show in the West", 
COMING JULY 2014 - 9th ANNUAL SHOW. http://www.efinch.com/show/ 

¶ August 17, Modesto, CA CCCBC Mini Bird Mart 

¶ August 24, Folsom, CA Foothill Bird Mart 

¶ October 5, Sacramento, CA Capitol City Bird Society Pet Expo 

¶ October 25, Manteca, CA CCCBC 61st Annual Bird Show & Bird Mart 

όǎŜŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǿǿǿΦƳȅŎŎŎōŎΦƻǊƎ ƻǊ ƘǧǇΥκκŜȄƻǝŎōƛǊŘŜȄǇƻǎΦƛƴŦƻύ 

Phil Molica 
(209) 463-7989 
 
   
 

Diamond Doves 
        For Sale 

Bird Placement 
 
If you need to place a bird (find a 

home for a beloved companion), please 
consider the ABC as a resource.  We 
have several members that are 
experienced at finding good homes for 
birds in need.  We also have members 
that take rescue birds (already homeless 
birds, and/or birds with special needs).  
For more information, please contact: 
 

Sherri Elliot (209) 245-6921 
Terry Ryan (209) 969-9030 
(Amador/Calaveras area) 

For information on birds, referrals or the Amador Bird Club, please 
contact: 
 
Sherri Elliot (209) 245-6921  (Amador/Calaveras area) 
 
Jackie Fox  (530) 677-1035  (northwest area) or 
 
Virginia Blake (209) 981-5016  (Amador/Calaveras area) 
 

Email: amadorbirdclub@volcano.net 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/AmadorBirdClub  
Website: www.mycccbc.org/abc 
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